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Abstract The economy of the EU left behind the U. S. economy in many different aspects and the gap is
widening. One major reason that promoted the EU's leading position is the ability to continuously advancing
industrial technology and therefor secures the EU's leading position through a high level of competitiveness. The
role as a powerhouse of the technological development is nurtured by a systematic attempt of the EU
commission to stimulate international cooperation. Although the EU is focussing its efforts on international
cooperation between EU members states, nonmembers, namely Korea, can benefit from this policy as well and
generate win-win outcomes for both cooperating partners.

The paper aims in the first chapter to introduce international technological cooperations in general. The second
chapter identifies the political approach of both countries towards technological cooperations. The third chapter
introduces the research method. In the forth chapter is analyzed a case study of two cooperation projects
between Japan and the EU. Finally, implications for Korean policy makers are given.
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