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Abstract This study aims at re-considering an exemplary teacher in Confucian scholar tradition at the present
time of education where teacher’s authority gathers dust, the relationship between a teacher and a student is
getting hard-hearted and the discussion on the role of a teacher and expertise does not reach an agreement. For
this, the article discussed it by dividing an exemplary teacher into a conception of authority, benevolence and
example. In view from a Confucian scholar’s standpoint, this article found that teacher’s authority is rational
authority, and it is a product of social institution and social role of a teacher. Moreover, more important finding
was that reconciliation is highlighted rather than authority. In a Confucian scholar, it is focused on love and
benevolence between a teacher and a student by having humanity as the foundation and courtesy as ways and
means. Also a Confucian scholar has demanded a good moral character and professional qualifications of a
teacher. This study concludes that teacher’s authority is made by teacher’s professionalism, social roles and
spirit of benevolence; also it has been making a conception of a teacher in Confucian scholar tradition. This
study suggests that it needs to re-think about the values and meaning of Asian tradition in our educational
settings in which western culture and values is influencing Asian societies too much
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