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A study on the improvement of vehicle fuel economy by fuel-cut
driving
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Abstract It happens that the fuel is not injected when the driver doesn't push the acceleration pedal of vehicle
with engine speed higher than 1,500rpm above the mid range of vehicle speed. This is called "fuel-cut function"
and almost every modern vehicle is equipped with this function. This is activated frequently on the downhill
area of highway and the quantity of vehicle-exhausted CO, gas can be zero on this area. With this fuel-cut
function on the test highway, CO, gas from passenger car(2,000cc engine volume) can be reduced up to 4%.
The fuel-cut function with CRUISE made in company AVL is simulated to find the most effective driving
pattern on the downhill area. By simulating with CRUISE software, it is found that the lower limit of vehicle
speed for fuel-cut should be raised to improve the fuel economy on the steeper downhill road. The fuel
economy can be most economical when fuel-cut driving and reacceleration are completed on the section of
downhill road.
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[Fig. 1] Road model for simulation
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[Fig. 2] Fuel economy of fuel-cut driving
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[Fig. 3] Ratio of fuel economy improvement
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[Table 2] Evaluated fuel economy with CRUISE software
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[Table 3] Fuel economy comparison of inertia driving to
completion of reacceleration
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