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Abstract With the propofol-induced accident such as adverse effects, abuse, death is becoming to the fore as a
social issue, there is an increasingly loud call for self-examination about excessive propofol use. The purpose of
this study was to identify the knowledge, attitudes and practices in health care professionals and awareness in
the public toward propofol. Participants in this study were 359 health care professionals, and 682 publics who
is going to undergo endoscopy. The collected data was analyzed using t-test, ANOVA, Scheffe for knowledge,
attitude, and practice toward propofol in health care professionals, Pearson Correlation for its correlation. and
frequencies, %, mean for others. Scores of knowledge, attitudes, and practices were 7.16 (11), 3.26 (5), 3.95 (5)
respectively. Nurses' attitudes toward propofol was much more higher than doctors', doctors' practice toward
propofol was higher than nurses'. There was a correlation among knowledge, attitudes, and practices toward
propofol. 53.4% of the publics answered that never heard what is propofol. Considering these results, regular
customized and standardized-education strategies for both groups need to be developed for the purpose of proper
use and management of propofol.
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[Table 1] General Characteristics, and Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices toward Propofol in Health Care Professionals

(N=359)
Knowledge Attitude Practice
Characteris-tics Categories n(%)
M(SD) F/t(p) M(SD) F/t(p) M(SD) F/t(p)
Gender Female 314 (87.5) 7.17 (2.36) 29 329 (0.44) 316 394 (0.67)  _43
Male 45 (12.5) 7.06 (2.06) (770) 306 (045 (002) 399 (0.57)  (.667)
College 247 (68.8) 6.98 (2.47) 3.30 (0.45) 3.91 (0.71)
Education University 101 (28.1) 7.55 (1.98) (.21%5) 3.19 (0.44) &jﬁ% 403 (0.53) (}2-243‘)
Graduate 11 (3.1) 745 (1.29) 3.16 (0.46) 4.08 (0.49)
Oceupation Doctor 39 (10.9) 7.61 (1.51) 183 3.04 (0.43) 320  4.11 (045 279
Nurse 320 (89.1) 7.10 2.40) (071) 329 (0.45)  (001) 393 (0.68) (.025)
Internal 26 (72) 7.80 (1.41) 3.03 (0.42) 404 042) 501
Doctor Surgical 2006 650 (0.70) (_flgﬁ) 277 (1.09) (%gg) 3.55 (0.62) (012)
Special 11 (3.1) 736 (1.80) 3.12 (0.37) 440 (034) b<c
D Internal 74 (20.6) 6.77 (2.75) 3.30 (0.46) 3.99 (0.60)
Nurse Surgical 79 22.0) 722 217) 214 334 (048) 073 3.85 (0.74) 97
Special 141 (39.3) 7.02 (2.46) (094) 328 (0.41) (529 391 (0.70)  (407)
Eendoscopy 26 (7.2)  8.11 (1.21) 3.20 (0.48) 4.08 (0.55)
Intern 3 (0.8) 9.00 (1.00) 2.92 (0.06) 4.44 (0.50)
Doctor Resident 19 (5.3)  7.68 (1.45) (.11-;}0 2,95 (0.26) (}2'33) 3.97 (0.32) (%gg)
P specialist 17 4.7  7.29 (1.57) 3.17 (0.58) 422 (0.52)
Nurse General 263 (73.3) 699 (2.48) .18 331 (0450 166 3.87 (0.69) 305
over Charge 57 (15.9) 7.63 (1.89) (069) 320 (044) (097)  4.17 (0.55)  (.002)
less than 1 2 (06 900 (1.41) 2.94 (0.07) 4.16 (0.23)
1-5 22 (61) 7.86 (1.42) 3.06 (0.39) 4.08 (0.42)
Dg’ycrt)‘" 6-10 7 (19 671 (138) (.12'35) 2.98 (0.66) (%gg) 395 058) 49535)
11-20 4 (11) 7.00 (2.16) 3.08 (0.44) 422 (0.32)
E over 20 4 (11) 775 (1.25) 3.11 (0.47) 4.47 (0.50)
less than 1 39 (10.9)  6.00 (3.09) 3.19 (0.53) 3.78 (0.80)
1-5 157 (43.7) 697 (240) 343 3.32 (0.43) 3.85 (0.67)
I‘](‘;ge 6-10 70 (19.5)  7.65 (2.19) (005) 327 (0.44) (05;51) 401 (0.58) (2(5‘5&)
11-20 46 (12.8) 758 (1.74) 2 <C 327 (0.44) 4.15 (0.66)
over 20 8 (22 1750 (1.77) 3.40 (0.50) 4.06 (0.85)
Average Score 7.16 (2.32) 3.26 (0.45) 3.95 (0.66)
D=Department; P=Position; E=Experience
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[Table 2] Right An.swers (%) on the Kflowledge of Residual drug management (return)
Propofol in Health Care Professionals . K i
after administration is thoroughly 4.28 (0.83)
(N=359) P
one.
Categories n(%)
It is managed under the ‘narcotic
It must be kept seperately from other medicines. 329 (91.6) management law’. 4.18 (0.87)
It is a psychotropic drug. 278 (77.4) en saturation and electrocardi
,Oxyg b ane @ B 406 (0.89)
It is a drug that is being used for general 260 (72.4) is monitored during drug use.
anesthesia. ' Record use of drug after administration.  4.05 (0.89)
It is a drug can be addictive. 250 (69.6) Advise patients who use propofol as 402 (0.95)
It is the most used drug for sleep endoscopy. 248 (69.1) Practice a habit to seriously stop using. ‘ .
It has a sleeping effect that puts one to sleep Check for any underlying heart and 3.98 (0.36)
certainly. 235 (65.5) lung disease before administration. '
It can be used in all ages including the elderly.” 219 (61.0) Advise rehabilitation if addicted to 3.89 (0.96)
propofol..
It may have a bad effect on the heart. 210 (56.0)
Ask patient about experience of
Must check whether or not history of e 3.64 (0.95)
propofol use before administration.
hypersensitivity —reactions (protein allergies) 198 (55.2)
before administration. Check for protein allergies before 342 (101
administration. ' .
It has an amnesia effect. 177 (49.3)
It does not affect the lungs.* 176 (49.0)

"The right answer is 'No'

[Table 3] Scores of Attitudes and Practices
in Health Care Professionals

on Propofol

(N=359)

Categories Mean (SD)

The warning for drug use must be
4.23 (0.72)
clearly stated.

It must be punished under narcotic
. . - .. 4.02 (0.90)
law if used in criminal activity.

The drug is not be used with an easy
. 3.56 (0.85)
mind.

It causes drug addiction. 3.54 (0.94)

Support ban on public use of propofol 3.35 (1.02)

Attitude

Not for
. . 3.02 (0.89)
family/neighbors for sleep endoscopy.

a recommended drug

Should raise the price in order to
. 2.77 (1.01)
prevent drug abuse and misuse.

Propofol is not an adequate drug for
2.72 (0.85)
sleep endoscopy.

It can not be used in situation/
.. . . 2.15 (0.78)
treatment requiring sleep induction.

279

[Table 4] Correlation among the Knowledge, Attitudes,
and Practices toward Propofol in Health Care

Professionals
(N=359)
Knowledge Attitude Practice
(p) r(p) (p)
Knowledge 1
Attitude .23 (<.001) 1
Practice 39 (<.001) .39 (<.001) 1
3.5 Uuiolo] TREE Q14
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[Table 5] Awareness toward Propofol in the Publics (N=682)
Sub . .
Item Category n (%) items Sub categories n(%) Sub categories n(%)
Infe . Media 158 (49.7)
n orrrlz}altlon Newspaper 28 ( 8.8)
on *ie Doctor 22 ( 6.9)
drug (from)
Nurse 110 (34.6)
. Propofol use 38 (45.2)
Heard the 318 Experience of R
name of Yes 46.6) sleep Yes 84 (26.4) Don’t know the 46 (54.8)
name of drug
the drug endoscopy
No 234 (73.6)
Intention of sleep Yes 238 (74.8)
endoscopy from No 21 ( 6.6)
now on I don’t know 59 (18.6)
364
No (53.4)
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