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Abstract This study was carried out to investigate relations among knowledge, attitude, and nursing practice,
and influencing factors on nursing practice of the nurses-towards the elderly in geriatric hospitals. Data were
collected from March 17 to April 20, 2013 by questionnaires from 188 nurses who work at 12 geriatric
hospital in D city and K city. The data were analyzed by the SPSS and AMOS programs. The subjects’
knowledge score was 0.49 out of 1, attitude score of subjects 3.72 out of 7, and their nursing practice score
was 3.54 out of 4. There were significant differences in nursing practice among the subjects due to age,
duration of employment, current gerontological nursing education, and living with the elderly people. There
were significant positive correlations among knowledge, attitude, and nursing practice. According to the
research, influencing factors on nursing practice of the nurses-towards the elderly in geriatric hospitals
included knowledge, attitude, and current geronological nursing education.
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[Table 1] Subject’s General Characteristics

N=188
Characteristics Category n %
Age(year) 21-29 84 44.7
30-39 55 29.3
40< 49 26.1
Marital status Married 108 574
Single 80 42.6
Religion Catholic 28 14.9
Protestant 46 24.5
Buddhism 43 229
No affiliation 71 37.8
Education level College 154 81.9
University 21 11.2
graduate school 13 6.9
Duration of <3 39 20.7
employment 3<-<5 29 154
5<-<10 54 287
10< 66 35.1
Duration  of  work
experience related 1-<5 150 8
gerontological 5<-<10 35 18.6
nursing(year) 10< 3 1.6
Current Yes 132 70.2
gerontological ~nursing NO 56 19.8
education ’
Living  with elderly 120 638
people
with elderly NO 68 36.2
3.2 Xt =olofl gt XA, Bl &H 2tS

i dzbe] wQle) ek A4 1 el ot 0.497,
= 78 W) 3.723, haAd2 47 e 3.54
Ao &2 ERITtHTable 2].

[Table 2] Knowledge, Attitude, and Nursing Practice
Level toward Elders of the Subjects

(N=188)
Variables Min Max Mean SD
Knowledge 0.24 0.96 0.49 0.10
Attitude 2.00 5.20 3.72 0.57
Nursing practice 2.56 4.00 3.54 0.33
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[Table 4] Correlation of Knowledge, Attitude, and
Nursing Practice Level toward Elders

(N=188)

Knowledge
1(p)

Attitude

()

Nursing Practice
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[Table 3] Knowledge, Attitude, and Nursing Practice Level by Characteristics of Subjects

(N=188)
K led, Attitud Nursi ti
Characteristics Category fowecee fuce UISing_practice
M(SD) t, F p scheffe M@SD) t, F  p  scheffe M(SD) t, F p  scheffe
Age(year) 21-29 0.47(0.08) 1.78 .171 3.55(0.46) 3.27 .040 a<c 3.49(0.32) 2.85 .045 a<c
30-39 0.49(0.10) 3.72(0.57) 3.56(0.36)
40< 0.50(0.12) 3.81(0.69) 3.63(0.31)
Marital status Married 0.48(0.10) -21 .829 3.69(0.62) -.83 .406 3.58(0.32) 1.59 .114
Single 0.48(0.10) 3.76(0.48) 3.50(0.34)
Religion Catholic 0.52(0.12) 1.77 .153 3.46(0.68) 3.08 .029 a<b 3.57(0.28) 1.12 .340
Protestant 0.47(0.10) 3.85(0.44) 3.62(0.31)
Buddhism 0.48(0.10) 3.78(0.66) 3.50(0.37)
No affiliation 0.48(0.08) 3.70(0.50) 3.52(0.34)
Education level College 0.48(0.09) 7.47 .001 ab<c 3.71(0.54) .03 .966 3.54(0.33) 0.12 .887 a,b<c
University 0.49(0.10) 3.75(0.78) 3.55(0.34)
graduate school 0.70(0.24) 3.71(0.22) 3.64(0.30)
Duration of <3 0.49(0.08) 128 .281 3.84(0.50) 1.97 .119 3.41(0.33) 498 .002 a<d
employment 3<-<5 0.45(0.07) 3.75(0.41) 3.51(0.33)
5<-<10 0.48(0.09) 3.77(0.58) 3.53(0.32)
10< 0.49(0.12) 3.59(0.63) 3.66(0.31)
Duration of work
experience related 1-<5§ 0.48(0.09) 1.30 .273 3.76(0.53) 3.80 .024 ab<c 3.53(0.34) 1.63 .198
gerontological 5<-<10 0.50(0.12) 3.50(0.65) 3.64(0.30)
nursing(year) 10< 0.42(0.20) 4.13(0.80) 3.54(0.28)
Current Yes 0.48(0.10) 1.27 .203 3.70(0.57) -1.24 216 3.68(0.23) 2.36 .019
gerontological
nursing education NO 0.45(0.09) 3.89(0.53) 3.52(0.34)
Living with elderly y 0510009 151 .132 3.850.60) 141 .160 3.73021) 368 013
peopls es 51(0.09) 1.51 . 85(0.60) 1.41 . 73(021) 3.68 .
with elderly NO 0.48(0.10) 3.69(0.56) 3.55(0.32)
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[Table 5] Factors Influencing Nursing Practice

(N=188)
Factors I t p R? F p
Attitude 0.667 10.30 <.001
Knowledge 0455 642 <001
510 42.63 <.001
Current
gerontological 0.153 236 020

nursing education
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