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Abstract  Arcology (architecture plus ecology) is a new term that was coined by the visionary architect, Paolo
Soleri (1919-2013), and aims to provide a useful solution for a sustainable dense urban environment. Inspired
by the environmental and humanistic crisis in the 1970s, he continuously promoted ideal future city forms with
arcology in mind. Arcosanti is one of the many arcologies he proposed and is the only one that was
constructed. This paper constructs arcology as a sustainable architectural theory with Arcosanti as a verifiable
case study. Despite the fact that arcosanti is only partially built, and far from completion, it still possesses
some of the values that Soleri’s vision may offer to future generations.
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[Fig. 11 Arcology: The City in the Image of Man.
Exhibition Catalogue Front Cover (1969)

This image shows a representative arcology No.9 Babel IIB
included in the exhibition catalogue.
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[Fig. 2] Formal Similarities of Wright and Soleri
(a) Honeycomb House (b) Sketch for a House

[Fig. 31 Section Comparison of the structure
(a) Arcology Babel IIB (b) First Unitarian Church
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[Fig. 4] A Logic of Arcology (1969)
From a Village, Suburbia, Megalopoly to Arcology
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[Fig. 6] Visions of Macrocosanti and Arcosanti
(a) Macro Cosanti (1969) (b) Arcosanti (1970)
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ARCOSANTI 1S A PROTOTYPE S‘I'RUCTURE FOR ENVIRON-
MENTAL AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION SPECIF ICALLV AWARE
OF AND STRUGGLING WITH THE CRISES AND MMAS OF

TODAY. IT WILL BE A TOWN FOR 3,000 PERSDNS LOCATED AT
CORDES JUNCTION, CENTRAL ARIZONA.

IF YOU ARE TRULY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROBLEMS OF POLLUTION,
WASTE, ENERGY DEPLETION, LAND, WATER, AIR AND BIOLOGICAL CON.
SERVATION, POVERTY, SEGREGATION, INTOLERANCE, POPULATIOI
TAINMENT, FEAR AND DISILLUSIONMENT, PURPOSE AND PRIORITIES.
IF YOU CANNOT BELIEVE ANYMORE THAT VALID EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF MAN
AND LIFE CAN BE SERIOUSLY MADE Y OF PATCHWORK AND PROMISES,
STOPGAPS AND COMPARTMENTALIZATION INVESTIGATIONS AND REPORTS,
POWER PLAYS AND BUCK-PASSING...................JOIN US.

[Fig. 7] Poster for Arcosanti Workshop (1970s)

This recruitment poster functioned to supply necessary labor
and technology for the construction.
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