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A Study of Moral Judgment and Ethical Decision Making and
Ethical Dilemmas Experienced in Practice by Nursing Students
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Abstract This study examined the moral judgments and ethical decision-making and analyzed ethical dilemmas
experienced in practice by nursing students. The data were collected using self-reported questionnaires and
reports from 189 college students in their 2nd ~ 4th grades. Data collection period was from Nov 6th - 20th in
2012. Each grade’s P(%) scores were 47.92, 43.74, and 43.75 respectively.. For stage 4 score, each grade’s
scores were 22.37, 22.98, and 19.74. This result shows that, compared to juniors, senior student’s P(%) scores
did not drop and stage 4 scores rather decreased, which is in line with the results of previous studies about the
effects of ethics education. This finding could be attributed to the regular and voluntary case presentations and
discussions required for the senior participants. Regarding ethical decision-making type, the most favored was
type 3(35.45%). Among seven categories of the ethical dilemmas facing the students, the most commonly
reported was the patient’s rights and dignity, followed by practices based on nursing standards, arranging for
dying patients. This study raises the need that the curriculum is revised to encourage student’s participation in
the analysis of ethical issues they confront in the field.
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[Table 1] General Characteristics & DIT score by General Characteristics (P(%) score and 4 stage score) (N=189)
Charz'icterist- Classification N(%) 4 stage score t/F P(%)score t/F
ics Mean+SD () Mean+SD (p)
sophomore 59(31.2) 22.37+11.48 47.92+13.90
.. 1.473 1.549
Grades junior 66(34.9) 22.98+12.61 (232) 43.74+16.74 (215)
senior 64(33.9) 19.74+9.87 ’ 43.75+14.33 ’
male 8(4.2) 14.18£11.90 -1.917 47.49+21.22 465
Gender
female 181(95.8) 22.02+11.31 (.057) 44.94+14.88 (.643)
=20 52(27.5) 23.14+12.13 46.87+14.14
Age (yr) 21 66(34.9) 21.27+11.79 534 44.49+15.63 .801
e (yr
gy 2 46(24.3) 20.36+9.63 (.659) 42.68+13.22 (495)
=23 25(13.2) 22.26+12.19 47.07£18.91
metropolis 49(25.9) 21.57+9.84 ” 44.62+15.43 170
Growth areas small city 123(74.1) 21.57+12.02 (.895) 45.45+15.03 (.844)
county 1709.0) 22.94%11.71 i 43.34%15.85 ’
christian 28(14.8) 25.12+13.29 39.76+16.51
. catholic 16(8.5) 20.83+£10.64 1.209 47.51+£17.53 1.434
Religion .
buddhist 35(18.5) 22.47+11.33 (.308) 45.15+14.36 (.234)
none 110(58.2) 20.70£11.00 46.00£14.56
parents + lchild 6(3.2) 21.12+11.67 49.42+16.25
family parents + =2children 163(86.2) 22.07£11.42 .065 44.09+14.87 1.023
membersa 937 362
grandpareflts+parents+Ch 170.0) 21.16410.86 (.937) 18.64415.37 (:362)
ildren
Major own 122(64.6) 21.34+12.12 -.576 44.70+15.81 -421
determinantb others 67(36.4) 22.34+10.06 (.565) 45.67+13.91 (.674)
Mean 21.69+11.41 45.05£15.13
a: Cases with less than three family members are excluded.
2 450 40 Aol Mol 4L gl Zlo® Uk & FH0E W Hrh B AL Be o, we
S{eHTable 1] A sk 2ol wgale] olEl ShdE W4 Aol
& selalgict. 48l Mol £ Y4 T 3R
3.3 5 WEHE0| &2 It 230 M 4t 7 £3kOm(345547.56), ol AFEACAE
s BARCR fefsign 4ad geel we e 2ol
A& Szof whE A B wu ghe "a zpolzh Ao TdEE Fo3t ZolF HolA] glth p(%)F
=21 T - — U =2 = A d=\m TaT - - -
o o]=l4] oF Sl o Lo g merm T =S T Ao W2 2 e shAEE {olt At
FoJokA] oot F4rt o w3k W2 o] 4 WigE o]Z mo|x| SLoCHTable 2]
- - _ = able 2].
AARBLSIE o1 915} 4THA| Wsk pon ) gk =

[Table 2] DIT score by High and Low score group (N=189)
4 stage score P(%)score
Group Classification N o CTase wow YE (O— vE
Mean+SD ()] Mean+SD ()]
sophomore * 27 31.97+81.78 56.59+7.79
High grou, junior 30 34.55+7.56 3380 57.61£9.95 172
gh group . >0 (039) O (842)
senior 26 29.22+6.42 57.63+6.83
Scheffe b>c
sophomore 32 14.27+5.82 34.34+9.67
Low grou junior 36 13.34+6.12 314 30.69+9.83 1197
group J S (732) OIS (307)
senior 38 13.59+5.81 32.96+7.75

2919



1Het71E8t8l =2 A Al14d Ale=, 2013

[Table 3] Grades and Decision-Making Type (N=189)
Grades 2
Classification Total(%) X

20d(%) 3rd(%) 4th(%) )
typel® 8(13.56) 12(18.18) 15(23.44) 35(18.52)

Decision- type2” 13(22.03) 8(12.12) 9(14.06) 30(15.87) 8.662

Making type type3* 16(27.12) 30(45.45) 21(32.81) 67(35.45) (.194)
typed 22(37.29) 16(24.24) 19(29.69) 57(30.16)
total 59(100.00) 66(100.00) 64(100.00) 189(100.00)

a Utilitarian decision-making
b Principled decision-making

3.4 shi oA\l

) 18979) HBsHe §9S B euAe] Fxs)
2 IS el R M S 673(35.45%)

o]m, Value, Be, Doo] wha} 7:'7@'3]'—‘& 34 579
(30.16%), F&|F9lof W2

27002 HoJolgg Hle
AUtk had sHEE0] ABske f32 =
5 22%(37.29%)°] A€stglar, 3shde §3E 7
o] Aesl4l 0™ (307, 45.45%), 45Hd-2 539 A%
wob 21%(32.81%)2 7F4 =9kcHTable 3].

3.5.1 EXto| Hz|t ZAUN 24 =X

FApe] Weloh 2o S TP B RElRAR
6971(22.9%)& AAIIAT. TFolA = 2ol & Az
sl ARl7E 2571(8.3%) 2 7P B3kt S A9
Ay Aol et ekt JRE dA Fekdlh #=
© S AL Sl AR Fol
QAL BB o] AME FAfollA] efA] weka oAt
oF ZFeApelA ReESitt. EMRE HFE7F =k 7k
TAM Agloldo] 291 H A2 AA o] FRF AR
7 eFE AL Q1AL oA EEALe] HQIAQl RS 24
2|2 of 2] AR gollA] wetgiet. EAh A =ef disf o=
shaAr HoAte A Atsiglont ddeto] & kA 2hx}
= HoARFE YA E

9 lo
Je
]

¥
O,
o
-

o) 5% 7wy ﬁeﬂo raomb HEO}M 5}1}7} =
3 Yokt 1BAE 27 9

¢ Modified ethical decision-making
d Value, Be, Do Model

Seel WESHA Rtk el vIAA A
Sgigiont o) } FA) *g 32 ah4) ke 7
= welso] AHgst

A oFgkar 1‘:)17]7]‘ -JEXJOM Zh o RAIA] 3kt

NI
U

2 d

5.3 & ZEH|2t =2 =H|

15 E8leh S0 it &8EAle 597(19.6%) =
Husto] Al A= WATh DNREA EAl= 7 @
< RIE@37, 143%) 3Tk SRpol|A drgstA] gl BE
Z}o]| 7] DNR EQJHE wroron FRp7E ofet BREats
| A SFAS oA 7R 7] B3 A Al DNR
< Qs}ol ng}g AZFeE A|7to] SE3] FoiX]
ﬁ%u} DNR 2% 7|20t} A o] gIgich. HiAs
of % A482] DNR 52|15 x| tjdt 0|2
EPE&"&EP-

[*]

o o?.i

FuoAL Ny

3.5.4 2|2 MH|AZIO| EHE 2|
ZFZAL, QAL 71EF KAl 219 Fo] A9t
O F 417(13.6%)0] 3t oA A s
o]x] Eali= 3R} A Head fAvia st 2
AFE ST o /R S AAES S

e

)

qu_ o i
L E

FEESYTE. GA} LEANA WS s ofe] A
B 9 2 Sel2 DR s Yol A
AIZEN B QAR QoM ARIEAL FHEALS
Eict

2920



Rsespyel meue

At &4 Ay 9 dgolA AEd 24 2t

[Table 4] Content and frequency of Ethical problems (N=301)
1™ content analysis 2nd category
Content Frequency(%) B Frequency(%)
patient’s rights to know 25(8.3%)
information leak 20(6.6%) R R
providing information and getting consent 14(4.7%) gfme.ltn rights and respect for 69(22.9%)
neglect by family memebers 8(2.7%) ey
patient autonomy 2(0.7%)
analgesics, placebo 19(6.3%)
physician’s behavior 15(5.0%) .
care of the infected 13(4.3%) professional standards and 68(22.6%)
malpractice by doctors and nurses 12(4.0%) principles
nursing process 9(3.0%)
Z;Iilz;n;aft:n?NR 4136((1;'3312) final arrangements, death 59(19.6%)
nurse-patient relationship 34(11.3%) .
nurse-doctor relationship 4(1.3%) relatlon.s between health 41(13.6%)
A . professionals
nurse-nurse relationship 3(1.0%)
E;zitli?ngzitzls]dem furse 193((34;;0)) nursing practice 22(7.3%)
affordability for treatment 17(5.6%)
hospital profitability 3(1.9%) economic aspects 21(7.0%)
enforced to participate in hospital meetings 1(0.3%)
treatment noncompliance 21(7.0%) treatment noncompliance 21(7.0%)
Total 301
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