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Abstract This paper exemplifies how “Case Study House” (CSH) Program has been reduced as an architectural
style rather than an American alternative to European Modernism. CSH Program became less successful than it
deserves in the post-war American building market while its contribution to modern domestic architecture is
immense and still regarded significant. The Program was succeeded in obtaining attention from the general
public for architect-built(custom-built) houses with standardized building parts and simultaneously it also
attempted to discover prototyped plans aiming good affordable mass housing at the time of post-war house
shortage. Subsequent works nonetheless stay remained in the realm of avant-gardian image-making only to
reflect affluent regional life style.
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[Table 1] List of Houses by CSH Program

Year CSH # Architect(s)
#1 J.R. Davison
#2 Spaulding & Rex
#3 Wurster & Bernardi
#4 Ralph Rapson
#5 Whitney R. Smith
1945 #6 Richard Neutra
#7 Thornton M. Abell
#8 Eames & Saarinen
#9 Eames & Saarinen
Stage (I) #10 Nomland and Nomland
1945 #2 rev. Spaulding and Rex
- #11 J. R. Davidson
1949 #12 Whitney R. Smith
1946 #13 Richard Neutra
#15 J. R. Davidson
#16 W Rodney A. Walker
#7 rev. Thornton M. Abell
#17 W Rodney A. Walker
1947 #18 W Rodney A. Walker
#20 N Richard Neutra
#21 N Richard Neutra
1948 #1 rev. J. R. Davidson
1949 #8 rev. Charles Eames
1950 1950CSH Raphael Soriano
1952 #16E Craig Ellwood
1954 #17E Craig Ellwood
Stage (1) 1956 #18E Craig Ellwood
1957 #19 Don Knorr
1950 1958 #20B Buff, Straub & Hensman
- #21K Pierre Koenig
1960 #22 Pierre Koenig
#23a Killingsworth, Brady & Smith
1959 #23b Killingsworth, Brady & Smith
#23¢ Killingsworth, Brady & Smith
1961 #24 Jones & Emmons

#25 Killingsworth, Brady & Smith

Stage (IID) 1962 #26K Killingsworth, Brady & Smith
#26T David Thorne
1961 1963 #27 Campbell & Wong
- CSA#1 Beadle & dailey
1965 1964 CSA#2a Killingsworth, Brady & Assoc.
CSA#2b Killingsworth, Brady & Assoc.
1965 #28 Buff, Hensman & Associates

* Total of 36 houses by 31 architects, of which 25 were built.
** Total of 43 projects if revisions are considered.
**% Architect’s initial is added where CSH # numbers crash.
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[Fig. 1] St. Thomas Housing Project (1940)
Photo Source: G. Wright (1981: 230)
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[Fig. 2]
Villa La Roche by
Le Corbusier (1923)

[Fig. 3] CSH #1 by J. R. Davidson
(1945, not built as original)
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[Fig. 4] CSH #10 by Nomland & Nomland (1947, L)
[Fig. 5] CSH 1950 by R. Soriano (1950, R)
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