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An analysis of Adolescents’ media literacy: How do they read,
write, and enjoy information and communication media?
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Abstract This study aimed to find out adolescents' media literacy in terms of reading, writing, and enjoying
media or messages. For the purpose, we analyzed the data garnered from 1,036 students enrolled in 5 middle
and 5 high schools, respectively. The analyses of the data are summarized as follows: First, mobile phone was
most widely used among others, followed by TV, the Internet, mp3 player, computer or video game, radio, a
video or DVD in the order. Second, a gender effect was significant in terms of the variety of activities with
the Internet, mobile, and SNS: boys were more active in the use of the Internet while girls carried out more
activities with a mobile phone and SNS media. Third, high school students showed more critical attitude
towards information on the Website than did the middle school students. Fourth, Girls than boys, and high
schoolers than middle schoolers, tended to be more active in the production of contents, self-expression, as well
as participating in social and political issues online. Fifth, for the enjoyment experiences, time spent for games
took up the most of the students' leisure activities, followed by watching TV and the use of the Internet. The
findings of the study were discussed in light of media convergence, with implications for developing media
literacy education for the youth.
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[Table 1] Question items

Type Items
. Everyday use of media
Everyday | . Activities done via the Internet
Medi use . Activities done via mobile phone
K 2 . Activities done via SNS
reading p .
.. . How much trust the information on the
Critical . . .
attitude website visited for homework/News or
other information/Blog or Wiki/ SNS
. Contents production activities via online
- On Twiter or facebook
- Posting pictures on the web
Personal | - Creating avatar or personal character
Media - Build.ing a p.ersonal. homepage
writin - Creating a video clip
J - Managing a personal blog
. Social participation via online
. - Participating in online petition
Social . .. . o,
- Expressing opinions on social or political
issues
Media Time | - TV watc}‘ling time per day
eniovment! spent | - Internet time per day
yoym! pe . Game time during weekday/weekend
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[Table 2] Everyday use of media

Media Frequency(%)
TV 55.4
Internet 527
Computer/video game 19.8
Video/DVD 4.7
Mobile phone 80.4
Radio 6.1
mp3 player 473
None 4
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[Table 3] The uses of SNS media

Mini Meto Face | Pod |Kaka | You

[Table 4] Gender and grade differences on contents

%) Blog home day Twiter book | cast | otalk | tube None production online
M SD F t Df P
Male | 292 | 237 13 13.8 | 365 | 3.3 | 756|268 | 10.8
Male 14.30 4.57 .
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Middle  14.18 4.44
5 .026 -3.85 1008 .000**
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[Table 5] Gender and grade differences on social

participation online

M SD F t Df P

Male 4.45 1.60
2004 2728 988  .006**

Female 4.73 1.64

Middle 4.45 1.56
7.12 -3.18 1007 .002%*

High 478 168

** p<01
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[Table 6] Sex differences on media enjoyment experiences

Time(min.)
Male  Female
TV 81.56 10652 678 423 942 .000**
Internet 89.64 87.47 13 38 936 703

t Df P

Game

weekday 16354 15970 .18 26 888 792
Game 222,10 21354 39 52 875 .604
weekend
** p<.01

[Table 7] Grade differences on media enjoyment experiences

Time(min.)

_— t Df p
Middle  High

TV 101.17 89.62 238 197 963  .049*

Internet 92.07 85.02 235 127 954 205

Game 0603 15643 16 68 907 499
weekday
Game 51065 21450 439 31 894 754
weekend
* p<.05
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