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Abstract This study aims to review the characteristics of specialized classrooms for governmental secondary schools
in the Japanese Colonial Era by analyzing architectural drawings collected by National Archives of Korea. The results
of this study are summarized as follows 1) Under the influence of Japanese science promotion of that time,
specialized classrooms for science were considered as one of essential facilities. Typically exclusive specialized
classrooms were assigned to two major science subjects : physics-chemistry and biology. 2) To science specialized
classrooms, ancillary rooms for preparation, experiment equipment and specimen were attached and science lecture
room with stepped floor was planned additionally only for the lecture on theories and the demonstration of
experiment. 3) Specialized classrooms for science were zoned independently of other facilities because of the special
equipments and safety. 4) Art rooms were common to both boys’ and girls’ schools but concerning music rooms,
girls” schools had special concerns, whereas boys’ schools did not. 5) Specialized classrooms for homemaking subject
of girls’ school were as much important as those for science subjects of boys’ school. 6) Some early-established
Korean boys’ schools had handicraft rooms which were the symbol of vocational education-oriented, unequal policy
on Koreans. Though not general cases, specialized classrooms for geography-history were planned for Japanese boys’
school. Restricted to governmental secondary schools but considering the uncommon state of specialized classrooms
of that time, these characteristics show conditions of early time when special classrooms were introduced into Korea

Key Words : Secondary School Architecture, Japanese Colonial Era, Specialized Classroom, National Archives of
Korea
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1920~1924

1911~1919

science / PC : physics—chemistry / B : biology

type of school
Higher Common School
Middle School

Girls" Higher Common School
S

[Table 2] Science subject from 1911 to 1924
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no. of
schools in
1947
14

no. of
case
schools
12

Middle School
total
) “Statistics Annual Report of Chosun Government-general”

type of school
Higher Common School

Girls" Higher Common School
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for music and art

[Table 4] specialized classrooms

total
2/20

10/20

girls’ school

22

1/2

boys’ school

0/18

918

music

# a/b (a: no of schools, b: no of total schools)

7N

11] annex for cooking practice and etiquette

[Fig.
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lesson of Kyeonsung Girls' Higher Common

School (from [8])
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