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Factors of the Quality of Life on the Life Satisfaction
of Eldedy People Living in Abandoned Mine Regions
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Abstract This study examined the degree of life satisfaction and quality of life of elderly people living in abandoned
mine regions as well as the life quality factors that affected their degree of life satisfaction. A structured survey was
used to look at their degree of life satisfaction and quality of life. The subjects were 167 elderly people aged 60
or older residing in abandoned mine regions in Gangwon-do. Their quality of life and degree of life satisfaction was
moderate and when they had worked for a mine for a long time, their current degree of life satisfaction was high.
In addition, religion affected their degree of life satisfaction and the residential environment and pleasant environment
were highly influential in their degree of life satisfaction. Therefore, to improve the degree of life satisfaction of
elderly people living in abandoned mine regions, it is essential to recover their hollow areas and create a pleasant
environment by organizing their residential areas and enhancing their environment.
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[Table 1] Factor analysis and reliability of the major

variables
Variable Items  Factor loading  Cronbach’ a
LS(total) 20 835
Past 6 668~.744 .808
Current 8 153~ .866 716
Future 6 611~ 912 719
QOL (total) 4 948
Local economy 2 139~ 865 677
Social welfare 3 718~ 871 738
Environmental 3 805~ .867 88
safety
Residential 2 @6 829
environment
Tratfic 4 647~ 85 780
environment
Information 3 1~ 867 799
environment
Administrative 6 687829 &2
arrangements
Living conditions 2 348 603
Comfortable 6 673~ 830 87
environment
Culture and 4 T3-81 82
sports
Education 4 T80 &1
environment
Social conditions 3 770~ .839 708
Area Love heart 2 8K NEY

LS: Life Satisfaction, QOL: quality of life
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[Table 2] Demographic characteristics of the respondents

(n=167)
Variable Frequency Percent
Gender Male 63 377
Female 104 62.3
Elementary N =
or less ) & oL
Education Middle school 33 198
High school 45 269
Collage 3 18
Have 62 37.1
Job ; .
Don't have 105 62.9
Buddhism 38 22.8
Christian 55 329
Religion Catholic 9 54
Other 2 12
None 63 377
>100 97 58.1
Income 100-200 28 168
(million yen) 200-300 26 156
300< 12 72
=>10 14 84
Residential period 11~20 20 12.0
(year) 21~30 40 24.0
31< 93 55.7
> 15 2 12
Miner's career > 6-11 1 6
(year) 1 < 41 246
No 120 71.8
Incumbent 7 42
Codl tenure Not served 160 %3
Retirement 22 132
Accidents or
diseases 4 24
Rez?son for Emeritus 8 48
retirement
Other Job
3 18
to have
Other 7 4.2
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[Table 3] Descriptive statistics of the major variable

Variable M+SD
LS(total) 2.63+.003
Past 2.70£.040
Current 2.80+.045
Future 240+.044
QOL (total) 3.06+0.54
Local economy 3.53+0.80
Social welfare 3.05%0.75
Environmental safety 2.89+0.68
Residential environment 2.88+0.82
Traffic environment 3.55%0.78
Information environment 3.25+0.76
Administrative arrangements 2.87+0.63
Living conditions 3.09+0.92
Comfortable environment 2.63+0.76
Culture and sports 3.52+0.90
Education environment 2.94+0.72
Social conditions 2.63+0.73
Area Love heart 2.719+0.85
LS: Life satisfaction, QOL: Quality of life
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[Table 4] LSD and QOL by demographic characteristics

Varibl Past life satisfaction Current life satisfaction Future life satisfaction Quality of life
anapie M=SD t/F Mz£SD t/F Mz=SD t/F M+SD t/F
Male 262+37 2.75+.44 2.33+.42 3.15+.56
Gender - -1915 -1.06 -0.368 - 1701
Female 275+ A1 2.83+.45 241+46 300+52
Buddhism 259+.31 28246 223+ 47 3.06£.48
Christian 2.75+45 290+51 245+.42 309+54
. - _ 3.327x _ 2432+
Religion Catholic 257+.49 257+.22 226+.28 2461 303+.32 0.065
Other religion 2.00+.71 225+.35 217+.00 304+.68
None 277+.35 2.74+.35 24845 3.04+.60
=10 255+.32 2.82+.48 2.42+.39 325+.48
Residential 11~20 2R+R 195 | 28442 037 237+ 295+.23
period . ) 0783 _ 3043+
(vear) 21~30 27742 2.84+.40 2.49+.46 32351
31< 267+42 2.76+47 2.36+.44 297+ 58
Have 2.74+.39 2.85+43 2.55+.42 3.19+.49
Job 1.056 ) 1147 3638 - -2467
Don;t have 2.68+.40 2.77+.46 2.31+.43 298+55
>100 266+.43 2.68+.39 227 +43 295+51
Income 100-200 2.70+.35 2.87+47 2405 +.32 3.05+.48
(million 0.802 3209 - 4750 2548+
ven) 200-300 271+.32 301+55 257 +50 322+45
300< 2.83+.33 298+.31 272 £30 342+.70
> 15 225+.12 231+.26 2.25+.12 253+1.16
Miner’s > 6-11 26700 213+, 1.83+, 342+.00
career 0661 2,842 0.765 1683
(vear) 1< 272+43 2.76+.46 2.35+.45 31367
No 2.70+.39 2.8+ 43 2.42+44 305+.47

#p<05,#%p< 01, **xp<.001
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1.210

2370+
3716w
2067+
112(.096)
685

Future Life Satisfaction
13.464sx

191
-.298
184

1.098
1.098

124(114)

3,372
1163w

4300

Current Life Satisfaction
18870

-

329

1.000

~2.912:%

049(.043)
BB

Past Life Satisfaction

-.116

Eps

5

(Costant)

Comfortable environment
Living conditions

Residential environment
Education environment
R? (Ad. R

sjo] Qropal A4

Independent variable
5
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[Table 5] Regression results for life satisfaction

#p< 05, #¥p<.01, #++p<001
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