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Abstract This study examined the relationship between the attitudes toward pets and elementary school students'
empathy ability, and analysed the difference in the attitude toward pets and the level of elementary school students'
empathy depending on gender, school year and rearing period. To carry out this study, data were collected by giving
a test on the attitudes toward pets and a test in empathy ability to 220 elementary school students in Daejeon
Metropolitan City, who had a pet rearing experience in the past. With regard to the data collected, correlation analysis,
multiple regression analysis, t-test and analysis of variance were carried out using SPSS win23. As a result of the
analysis, the following facts were revealed. First, the attitudes and the degree of empathy ability for pets showed
relevance. Second, affection for pets, interaction, and the joy of having pets were closely related to the empathy
ability. Third, there was a significant difference in the attitude toward pets depending on gender and rearing period.
Finally, there was a significant difference in empathy ability depending on the gender and rearing period. However,
there was no significant difference depending on the school year.

Keywords : Elementary school student, Empathy ability, Pet, Pet attitude
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Table 2. The reliability of Pet Attitude (n=220)

Test Content Item |Item number| Cronbach a
love and interaction 3 1,2,3 746
Pet .
Attitude pets in the home 3 4,57 561
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love and |
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Table 3. The reliability of Empathy Test(n=220) pets in the| . 1
h .
Test Content Item Item number Cronbach a _-1orme
- = joy of pet 505" 4047 |
Emotional 3 1,3 ,14,15, 71 ownership | E
empathy 18,22,23,24 emotional . .
Cognitive AT 812, empathy | 2> 110269 1
Empathy 9 . .603 patiy
empathy 13,16 ,20,21 cognitive o . .
. v ¥ 225 122 245 271 1
Social 9 56,911, 562 empathy
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Table 5. Multiple regression analysis of pet attitude 3 SAGNA oAx} 2580 Y} 58k H]a
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interaction 11.1
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